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!ere are many who would say that the mitzvot (commandments) of Elohim (God) are old, useless,
and done away, ostensibly in pursuance of Hebrews 7:18, 8:13, and 9:10. But, there is a problem.
Yeshua taught just the opposite (Matthew 5:17,18).

"Donot think that I cametonegatetheTorahor theProphets.I camenottonegatethem,but to
Þll up(fulÞl).Behold, in truth I declaretoyou,until heaven and earth pass away, notoneyod
will passawayfromtheTorah,norevenonekotz(calligraphicembellishment),until everything
[written in them] is established"

Here, "fulfil" is the Greek πληροω (plero'o) and !ayer's Greek-EnglishLexiconof theNT defines it
with a principal idea of "to make full" or "cause to abound". So, for clarity, we will say "cause to
abound".

Some preach that, "Yeshua fulfilled the Law", so "we don't have to". Applying the dictionary
meaning of "fulfill", this is like saying "Yeshua caused the Law to abound, so it is no longer anything
Elohim desires of his people". !is is clearly not what Yeshua means. HE says, agreeing with the "to
make full" idea, "until heaven and earth pass away". !is is a lot longer time than "until I am cruci-
fied, resurrected, or ascended". Do we really believe the words he used? Or just believe "in him"?
!ose affirming, "simply trust in him" and do nothing else are confronted with a major dilemma by
Messiah's words of Matthew 7:21-23, because he says the people called him "Lord" (believed "in
him"), but did not DO the will of the Father. He said they did things "in the name of" Yeshua, but
in the end they were unrecognisable to him (v. 23). !is is why James (2:18) said, "Faith without
works is dead". (See also Matthew 5:16.) In Matthew 7:23 Yeshua does not say, "I do not know you
because you never prayed the sinner's prayer, or ever accepted me into your heart", but instead he says
it is because you "work iniquity". !e sole criterion by which he casts them into the flames of hell is
the manner in which their life conformed to the commandments of Elohim. It is an inescapable fact
and anyone teaching this mystical sort of righteousness has this and a variety of other passages of
Messiah's words to deal with.

Secondly, what do we read in the book of Revelation? (12:17)

And thedragonwaswrothwith thewoman,andwentto makewar with theremnantof her
seed, which keepthemitzvot of Elohim (commandmentsof God), and have thetestimonyof
Yeshua the Messiah."
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!is seems clear. But some, who hold that this is not referring to the "church" (whom they do not
see as Israel, or Am Elohim1) might dismiss this as referring only to the Jewish believers in Yeshua
(however, did not Paul say that there no longer is distinction between "Jew" and "Greek"?). So, is
there a second witness?  See Revelation 22:13-16 (the words of Yeshua in the vision):

"I amalef andtav, theÞrstandthelast,thebeginningandtheend. Blessedaretheoneswho
keepHIS commandments,so that they may have the right to eat of the tree of life andtoenter
thecity by wayof thegate... I, Yeshua,havesentmymessenger to testifytoyouthesethingsin
the assembly..."

Yeshua testifies what he already said in Matthew 5:18. 

1. Am Elohim (God’s people) – We know this phrase has multiple definitions which would depend upon a person's ethnicity, 
religious creed, etc., however we define it as persons whose chief purpose is to conduct their lives in relationship with God 
(While we do not deny the experience of 'salvation' or 'regeneration' that has transformed the lives of countless souls, we 
want people to understand the deeper, richer meaning Hebraically of what took place. !is is what places you on the Derech 
haChayyim, see below.) We teach the historical, physical and perpetual covenant that Elohim made with Abraham and his 
descendants. However, we assert that this physical inheritance alone is not sufficient for the fullest degree of relationship 
with Elohim (Romans 2:28-29). !e covenant made with Abraham prophetically represents something that is available for 
all persons who are inclined to join themselves to the people of Israel.
!e derech haChayyim is "!e Way of Life"; the path that Elohim intended for his people to walk, as given in his Torah. 
!ese are the ways that, if a man walks in them he will have life in them (Leviticus 18:5; Matthew 19:16-17).

Are the Commandments of Elohim Done Away?

© 2007 Shma-Israel.org page 2 


